
Side Effects of Lung Cancer

Impact of Lung Cancer Treatment and Diagnosis on Patients.

Lung cancer is the abnormal growth of cells in the lungs. Chemotherapy, Surgery,
Radiation therapy, Targeted therapy, Immunotherapy, Ablative treatment, Tumor
Treating Fields (TTF) Therapy, Palliative and supportive care treatments are used to
treat the different types of lung cancer. Although these treatments are necessary to treat
cancer, they cause concerning side effects. But the good part is these side effects can
be reduced by talking to your doctor.[1]

The terms “side effects” and “symptoms” are used interchangeably while talking about
any medical condition. But they are different and have their precise meanings. Knowing
this difference helps in understanding that symptoms need to be treated, while side
effects need to be managed.

A symptom is “any feeling of illness or physical or mental change that is caused by a
particular disease.” [6] A symptom is caused because of the disease. For example,
chest pain is a symptom as it is caused due to lung cancer.

Whereas a side effect is “an unpleasant effect of a drug, medical treatment, or vaccine
that happens in addition to the main intended effect”.[7] Side effects are not caused by
the disease but rather because of the treatment for the disease. For example, nausea
and hair loss is a side effect caused due to chemotherapy, a treatment for lung cancer.

In this article we’ll take a look at the side effects due to the various tests during the
diagnosis and the different methods of treatments of lung cancer.



Side effects due to diagnosis:



Side effects due to treatment:

The treatment plan depends upon the individual’s stage of cancer, age, health, lifestyle.
Sometimes, individuals are assigned multiple treatments that suit their needs. Lung
cancer treatment methods impact the cancerous cells as well as the healthy cells. This
causes the unintended side effects.
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